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RENSSELAERVILLE INSTITUTE OFFERS WRITING RETREAT


Award-winning writer, poet and editor, Diane Gallo, will lead a one-day retreat/workshop aimed at those who are looking for a jump-start into a story, a project or a lifetime of pleasurable writing.  The program, Stranger Than Fiction: Writing from Real Life, will take place May 14, 9AM to 4PM, at The Rensselaerville Institute, Rensselaerville, New York.  The program fee, which includes lunch and coffee breaks, is $90. To register, call The Rensselaerville Institute Conference Center: 1-800-682-9857 or 518-797-5100.  For more information, go to www.dianegallo.com

Stranger than Fiction: Writing from Real Life is intended for writers and ‘non-writers’ alike - from professionals interested in honing their communications skills to occasional writers to family groups interested in preserving family stories and histories.  Participants will develop and begin writing from an outline based on important events and experiences taken directly from their lives.  Workshop sessions will cover key writing concepts for framing life stories with compelling images, a story conferencing technique to help participants deepen and expand their writing, and an understanding of key revision concepts to help clarify, organize and polish ideas.

Using step-by-step exercises, Diane Gallo will engage participants in a reflective approach that translates into personal and professional growth. She will also address common writing blocks and tackle empowerment and other issues related to the writer’s craft and the writer’s life.


This workshop is supported by a grant from Poets & Writers  www.pw.org. 


Diane Gallo is an award-winning fiction writer, screenwriter and poet. In 2000, the Mid-Atlantic Foundation named Diane one of America’s 250 most gifted community artists. A poet with the Geraldine Dodge poetry program and a long time mentor with The Rensselaerville Institute’s Minds On program, she is master teaching artist and co-founder of the Association of Teaching Artists.  She works extensively with schools and cultural institutions and is a presenter at language conferences and poetry festivals. She has done training and staff development for writers, artists, teachers, hospice professionals, social service organizations as well as one-on-one coaching and editing. Pudding House Publications recently released a chapbook of her prose and poetry entitled Signs of Departure.  
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Diane's website is www.DianeGallo.com. Her e-mail is Diane@DianeGallo.com
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THE RENSSELAERVILLE INSTITUTE, A WRITER’S HAVEN


The Rensselaerville Institute has long been a writer’s haven.  For almost 20 years, one of the most prolific and widely-read authors of the 20th century, Isaac Asimov, led a summer seminar there, attracting other writers and fans from all over the country.  Along with him was always his wife and fellow writer, Janet Jeppson Asimov.  And, depending on the subject of the year, non-fiction specialists such as Mitchell Waldrop (artificial intelligence), astronomer Mark Chartrand, and pseudo-science debunker, James Randi, found the pastoral mountain campus a congenial place to think and exchange ideas.


The bedrock of the institute’s unique workshop series for middle and high school students, Minds On, has always been full-day sessions for budding writers with active journalists, fiction writers, screenwriters, biographers and poets.  Minds On provides writers such as Corning biographer, Paul Grondahl, award-winning writer for young adults, Natalie Bober, and screenwriter Cindy Parrish as mentors for these active learning days.  Diane Gallo has long been a favorite Minds On mentor with a workshop called “Sudden Theatre” during which she guides groups of students from concept, to composition, to staged reading of a short play in one fast-paced day. 


The institute was ahead of the curve when in the early 1980s it invited William Kennedy to read to an audience of local residents.  Mr. Kennedy treated the group to a selection from his not yet off the presses novel, Ironweed. 


With the upcoming writing retreat, Stranger Than Fiction: Writing from Real Life, with Diane Gallo on May 14, Rensselaerville looks to enlarge its tradition of sharing writers with the public.


The Rensselaerville Institute is located in Rensselaerville, NY, on Route 85, 27 miles from Albany. Directions on www.RIConferenceCenter.com. 
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